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Richard Hadley KC is a specialist silk in all aspects of Child Law, both public and private.

Richard is a well-respected and highly sought after practitioner in the most sensitive and highly complex child law cases. He has a national
reputation having acted in some of the largest and high profile cases involving inflicted injury, death, fabricated illness and sexual abuse.

He is well-known for the forensic rigour he brings to his cases, and for his compassionate and personable approach to his clients who
include parents, local authorities and children. He is viewed as a formidable but fair advocate who enjoys the respect of his opponents. In
private law disputes, he has a particular interest and expertise in intractable contact disputes and ‘parental alienation’.

Expertise

Family

Richard regularly represents parents, children and local authorities in public law proceedings and parents or guardians in highly complex
private law proceedings. He has a particular expertise in cases involving medical issues and has appeared in a number of high profile cases
involving allegations of sexual abuse. He regularly acts in cases concerned with inflicted injury (including brain injury), the death of a child,
poisoning and emotional abuse.

In public law cases, Richard has extensive experience of complex adoption proceedings, including those with an international element. In
private law cases, Richard has a particular interest in those cross-over cases between private and public law where issues of implaccable
hostility and parental alienation arise.
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"Richard is the best junior barrister in Birmingham. He is a master tactician; he can see a case
and build a picture"
 
Chambers UK 2024
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Re P (Sexual Abuse - Finding of fact Hearing) [2019] EWFC 27

Re CTD (A Child: Rehearing) [2020] EWCA Civ 1316

Wolverhampton City Council v JA and Ors [2017] EWFC 62

RO v A local authority (1),N (2), TM (3),F (4) [2014] EWHC 97 (fam)

A City Council v DC [2013] EWHC 8 (Fam)

Re X, Y and Z (children) [2010] EWHC B12 (Fam) [2011 1 FLR 1045

LAB v KB (Abduction: Brussels II Revised) [2009] EWHC 2243 (Fam) [2010] 2 FLR 1664

Re T (Abuse: Standard of Proof) [2004] EWCA Civ 558 [2004] 2 FLR 838

Appointments

King’s Counsel 2024

Qualifications

BA (Hons) Politics with Social Policy
Common Professional Examination (1996)
Vulnerable witness trained


