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Katie has an established practice in Family Finance within Birmingham and the surrounding areas. She provides advice, assistance and
representation at all stages of: financial remedy proceedings, property disputes/claims relating to unmarried couples and financial
provision for children.

It is appreciated, noted and respected that Katie will work until the job is finished. Her preparation is exhaustive and her eye for detail is
adept. She instils confidence in her clients with her proficiency in the law, her pragmatic approach to problem solving and her grasp of the
particular facts of any given case. She is recognised as an advocate who is thoroughly prepared, provides robust advocacy in court and has
a keen eye for the detail which can turn a case.

Katie specialises in Family Finances and property disputes. She is a qualified Arbitrator and Mediator.

Expertise

Family

Katie practices the following areas:

Divorce & Marriage

Either before a union or at its conclusion, drafting is undertaken and advice given regarding the construction of documents
intended to deal with the division of the assets upon dissolution or separation.

Cohabitation Agreements
Pre and Post-Nuptial Agreements; and
Separation Agreements.
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"Absolutely superb. She is a fearless advocate who is always meticulously prepared."
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If there are contentious issues pertaining to either marriage or divorce Katie provides advice and representation.

Declarations of Marital Status
Void/voidable Marriages
Jurisdictional issues – where should the Petition or Application proceed
Habitual Residence/Domicile
Contested Divorces
Forced Marriage Protection Orders

Dispute Resolution

Non-Court Dispute Resolution (NCDR) or Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) as it is sometimes referred to,  is an opportunity for
those involved in family finance proceedings, or contemplating becoming involved, to remove themselves from the court environs
and regain some sense of control in respect of their case/dispute and its potential conclusion/solution. There are a number of
routes that this might take, for example:

Arbitration – Katie is a qualified arbitrator. She can be instructed to determine the issues between the parties. Whether that
issue be a narrow one relating to a preliminary issue – e.g. beneficial interests in a particular property – or the entire family
finance application.  Katie will make a determination/decision on the issues having considered all the evidence and heard
from the parties. The decision in arbitration is binding on the parties.

Mediation – the parties are able to make good use of Katie’s ability to mediate. Whether before or during proceedings,
sessions can be convened to attempt to reach a compromise of the issues between the parties. It might be only on one
narrow point or it might be to address and settle the entire claim/dispute. Sessions are conducted to accommodate the
needs of those keen to participate. The successful result of this process is that the parties have maintained complete
control and determined the conclusion(s) themselves.

Private FDRs – Financial Dispute Resolution (FDR) is a service provided by the courts. However, there is no control over, for
example: the court timetable, the judge, how long the parties can be before a particular judge, the date, duration and
location of the hearing. With a private FDR the parties can make choices in relation to the abovementioned – they can
choose the judge, venue, date, duration etc. Katie can be instructed to be the judge in private FDRs or to be the barrister
representing a particular party. At an FDR (whether private or at court) a settlement cannot be imposed on the parties.
Katie, if judging, would give an indication a steer to the parties about how the case would likely conclude in a court at a
final hearing. This indication is instructive and aids negotiations for a successful settlement. FDR are considered, on the
statistics, a very effective process in relation to concluding litigation.

Whether prior to proceedings or during, Katie also provides:

Early Neutral Evaluation (ENE) – Katie can be instructed to assess the parties’ case (or one party,singular). Having regard to
one party or both parties’ respective positions, aims and objectives/needs coupled with her knowledge and experience in
family finance, Katie provides a neutral assessment of the merits of the case and the potential or likely outcomes. The
evaluations are not binding on the parties but are intended to be instructive and are aimed at saving time, money and the
emotional stress of protracted proceedings.

Financial Remedies on Divorce
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Katie handles a variety of cases from those involving substantial assets including a multitude of businesses, properties and foreign
assets to those that are premised on the needs of the parties. Appeals to reopen aged final orders have been profitably pursued; so
too applications for strike out and abuse of process have been successfully sought or defended on behalf of her clients. Katie has
successfully represented clients who have sought financial relief almost twenty years post decree absolute. She provides advice
throughout and appears at all stages of the proceedings and consequently deals with:

Section 37 Applications
Maintenance Pending Suit
Legal Services Payment
Strike Out/Abuse of Process
Disclosure – including Third Party Disclosure Orders
Interveners
Variation
Appeals
Enforcement

Property Disputes on Separation (unmarried)

Given her grounding in civil law, Katie’s assistance is welcomed by those instructing her in TLATA cases in relation to: pleadings,
issues pertaining to multi-track claims and costs. She undertakes the drafting of either Claims or Defences/Counterclaims and will
provide representation at all stages of the proceedings regarding the following:

Trust of Land and Appointment of Trustee Act 1996 (TLATA)
Resulting Trusts
Constructive Trusts
Proprietary Estoppel
Inheritance (Provision for Family/Dependents) Act 1975
Enforcement
Costs

Injunctive Relief

In respect of concerns pertaining to domestic violence and/or occupation of a property, Katie provides advice and representation
to either Applicant or Respondent in applications seeking:

Non-Molestation Orders
Occupation Orders
Enforcement
Costs

Financial Provision for Children

Katie advises and represents clients, whether Claimant or Defendant, in proceedings relating to the following:

Schedule 1 of the Children Act 1989
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Inheritance (Provision for Family / Dependents) Act 1975
Child Maintenance
Enforcement
Costs

Awards

                    

Accreditations

Middle Temple Scholar – Harmsworth Scholarship

Memberships

Midland Circuit
Midland Circuit Women’s Forum
Family Law Bar Association
Employment Law Bar Association
Resolution (Associate)
Institute of Family Law Arbitrators
Family Mediation Council

Qualifications

Law (LLB) – University of Bristol
Masters in Industrial and Commercial Law (LLM) – University of the West of England
Bar Vocational Course (Bar) – University of the West of England
Public Access Accredited
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Pupil Supervisor
Arbitrator (MCIarb)
Mediator

Previous Experience

Before coming to the Bar Katie worked in accounting and dealt also with contractual and employment disputes. She ran her own
businesses and worked also for BUPA Legal dealing with a multitude of corporate issues: confidentiality; contractual clauses/breach and
inquests. At the other end of the spectrum Katie was employed by the CAB to represent Claimants at Employment and Social Security
Tribunals. She sat also as an appointed governor at the local upper school on the Finance and Resource Committee.

At the Bar, before specialising in Family Finance, Katie practiced general civil law, Employment and Professional Regulation. She
successfully represented Claimants and Respondents in all types of employment disputes including multi-day discrimination claims and at
the Employment Appeals Tribunal.

In her Professional Regulatory practice Katie conducted multi-day disciplinary hearings involving the most serious allegations of physical
and sexual misconduct. She also represented the Executive Principal of Park View Academy Trust in the disciplinary proceedings which ran
over two years and were known colloquially and within the press as the ‘Trojan Horse Case’.

Those proceedings ran for over two years and involved: 16 weeks of trial time, 26 witnesses, interventions from the House of Commons
Speaker’s Office, Birmingham City Council and two Unions – regarding privilege, privacy and confidentially of witnesses respectively –
numerous ancillary applications and hearings. As a result of further disclosure and Katie’s requests for explanations in respect of the same,
the case was discontinued against all five senior teachers in that hearing but also all other teachers being prosecuted in the Trojan Horse
Case.

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2017/may/30/trojan-horse-tribunal-five-birmingham-teachers-islam?CMP=Share_iOSApp

Long read: The inside story of the Trojan Horse trial collapse

Katie now specialises in Family Finances and utilises all of her previous experience within her practice.

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2017/may/30/trojan-horse-tribunal-five-birmingham-teachers-islam?CMP=Share_iOSApp
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/long-read-is-the-nctl-fit-for-purpose-after-trojan-horse-collapse/

